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Description of Assignments 325 
Herbst 2005 (Swaffar) 

 
Sie haben vier Arten von mündlichen und schriftlichen Aufgaben im Semester: Notizen, 
Debatten, Kurzberichte, und Quizzes. Sie sind im Stundenplan angegeben und sind an 
dem angegebenen Tag fällig. Sie werden der Reihenfolge nach besprochen.  
 
NOTIZEN  
 
4 Notizen -- 5 points each 
 
N or "notes" consist of a short summary of the main events in the reading in an initial paragraph 
followed by a second paragraph that addresses the questions for class discussion. Length 
between 150 to 250 words, that is 1 DOUBLE-SPACED, typewritten page.  
 
Grading: 

2 points for summary statement (Dieser Text handelt von...+ Dativ! or Dieser Text 
bespricht..., behandelt + Akkusatv) with examples from the text 
2 points for what you learned and how you connect these ideas to other historical events 
or ideas emphasized in the course. 
1 point for correct word order, spelling, prepositional usage. 
All papers must be double-spaced and typewritten. They must be handed in on the 
desk by the time class starts. No email or late papers will be accepted. 

 
DEBATTEN  
 
You sign up for only one debate. All debaters on the same side should confer in teams of 
two or more before class. Each individual debater must summarize his or her particular 
arguments in a 100-150 word DOUBLE SPACED typewritten document no longer than 1 
paragraph. (Meiner Meinung nach ist. . . . Ich glaube das….weil etc.), that is submitted 
BEFORE class. You may use notes but not a written text to refer to during the course of 
the debate. After the debate the class will ask questions or possibly challenge views that 
have been expressed. Debates will last no more than 10 minutes with an additional five 
minutes possible for Q & A. 
 
Grading: 

1 1/2 points for at least two coherent arguments that are NOT read aloud 
1 1/2 points for giving a counterargument (Das stimmt nicht, denn….Dazu muss 
ich  Kontra geben. . .) 
2 points for a written paragraph (TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED) that reflects the 
language of the source text and uses adversarial language (Ganz im 
Gegenteil…Dennoch…Im Gegensatz dazu, möchte ich behaupten, dass..., Die 
Antwort auf dieses Argument ist eben, dass…) Up to one minus point for more 
than 3 errors in word order, incorrect prepositions, cases, verb usage 
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KURZBERICHTE 
 
You will sign up for ONE report on the list handed out in class--most have a partner but 
while it is useful to confer with your partner, you should do your own, independent work 
for your segment. You will be timed to take no longer than 5 minutes for your 
presentation plus an additional 5 minutes for a Q & A session. You will have a timer for 
your presentation and for the Q & A session. 
 
You can prepare your presentation either with a PPT or a handout on the document 
camera, provide the following: 

• the text reference, topic, and message of your selection using text language 
 
PHASE I INHALT (SAMPLE) 
Thema: "Auf Seite 112 erzählt Willi Habsheim über seine Zeit bei der SA (seine 
Mitgliedschaft) 
Aussage: Er lobt die SA für ihre "soziale Integrationskraft" -- d.h. es gab Söhne 
aus allen Gesellschaftsständen (Beamte, Arbeiter,  Gelehrter). Sie waren 
Idealisten = gegen Kommunisten und Sozialdemokraten. 
 
• present equivalencies in one or two key terms from your text with short 
definitions in German, preferably prepositional or verbal phrases but also 
important nouns plus their definite articles -- you don't need to cover everything, 
just one aspect of the text or PPT will be enough. 

 
PHASE 2 GLEICHSETZUNGEN (SAMPLE) 
 "die Integrationskraft" = die gleichen Stiefel, Hemden, Koppel...gleichermaßen 
in treuer Pflichterfüllung (duty) zum Dienst verpflichtet 
"Arbeiter der Stirn" = Arzt, Rektor, usw. 
"Arbeiter der Faust" = Bauer, Schlosser 
 
• use the format on the sign up sheet for your text to explore the information you 
have presented--use the language you presented in phases 1 and 2! 
 
PHASE 3 EINSTELLUNG ZU DEM TEXT (SAMPLE) 
 Sie berichten über ein Gespräch mit einem NeoNazi, der Habsheim verteidigt? 
(Formulierungen hängen von Ihnen ab. Habsheims Sprache und Ideen 
widerspiegeln die Nazipropaganda der Zeit: Suchen Sie z. B, die repräsentativen 
Ausdrücke heraus, die der NeoNazi für harmlos oder positv hält und kurz 
erklären, warum Sie die negativ betrachten (z.B. "Wenn man "Integrationskraft" 
sagt bedeutet das eigentlich "Gleichschaltung", also keine 
Meinungsunterschiede"). In der Q & A die Klasse fragen, was bestimmte 
Ausdrücke ihnen sagen. 
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Grading: 

• 2 points each for the three sections above: 
INHALT, GLEICHSETZUNGEN, EINSTELLUNG 
• 1 point for checking with me either by appointment, email, or phone (477 7449) 
one week before class to discuss any questions you may have, confirm your 
approach (minus points "for day before" appeals!) 
• 1 point for checking in by 9 PM the day before class so I can edit your final 
format for accurate language use and return by 6 AM the following morning 
• 1 point for NOT reading aloud -- you may refer to your Powerpoint or handout 
but must elaborate extemporaneously for at least 50% of the presentation. 
• 1 point for staying within the time limits 

 
QUIZZES 

Over the semester you have on Blackboard 1 trial quiz (no grade) and 10 assigned 
quizzes (for a grade) on readings as noted on the syllabus. These quizzes are 
multiple choice and true false combinations. They are timed but you may refer to 
your book to select answers. Questions you do not answer will count against you 
so be sure to finish before the quiz disappears from the screen. 

 
TO ACCESS BLACKBOARD: log in to UTDirect, and you'll find a hot link to 
BLACKBOARD in the right-hand column. When you get to Blackboard, select our class 
number, then click on the Quiz button. There you'll link to the quiz due on the upcoming 
class day. 


