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Format of an Abstract:  

An abstract is usually between 200-250 words in length, in prose paragraphs.  Abstracts tell what the topic is, how it will be discussed, briefly exemplify, and point to the conclusion (the goal of your paper).

What do I keep in mind when writing my abstract?
Topic:  State what the paper is about and how it ties in with an overriding purpose -- how it will answer a question that the audience will be interested in reading (1-2 sentences)

Argument:  State what it is you are going to show in your paper  and how (1 sentence making the generalities specific)

Exemplification:  Illustrate the analytical method briefly (2-3 sentences that explain HOW you are going to argue this case)

Goal:  Tell what you will conclude with--what you hope to show, and why that goal is significant.

Good ploys to make sure you have summed up what you are doing:
Give abstract to others to read and ask them what they think the paper is about and what the point is.

Have someone underline 2-3 key words or phrases in your abstract.  Check against your own predetermined key word selections, to make sure you are using consistent terminology all the way through your paper

Take the title seriously--remember that it much catch the interest of potential readers and tie in explicitly to the course discussions

Plan your 7-page paper at the same time you write your abstract.
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