
NEW CULTURAL THEORY:  Networks, Rhizomes, and New Political Entities 

GER 394C (37575) =  CL 382 (32795);  TTH  12:30 to 2:00  BUR 337

SYLLABUS, Spring 2009


WEEK 1: 20, 22 January

TU
Introduction to the course


1.  An Introduction to Systems Theory

TH
Maturana & Varela, Autopoiesis and Cognition, all  (note the really good glossary at end)


WEEK 2: 27, 29 January

TU
Bertalanaffy, General System Theory, all (passim)

TH
NO CLASS DAY:  teacher out of town at MLA committee meeting;  


Read much Deleuze;  Personal Class Page due for teacher to review in absentia

2.  Rhizomatics:  Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari, and Rosi Braidotti

WEEK 3:  3, 5 February

TU
Deleuze and Guattari, Anti-Oedipus, Chap. 1 and Chap. 4;  rec.  Chap. 2

TH
Deleuze and Guattari, Thousand Plateaus, Sections 1-7 (and you might want to look in on section 15 right after 1

WEEK 4: 10, 12 February

TU
Deleuze and Guattari, Thousand Plateaus, Sections 12-15

TH
Braidotti, Transpositions, all (passim)
WEEK 5:  17, 19 February

TU
De Landa, A Thousand Years of Nonlinear History,   11-99
TH
Discussion:  what is systems theory?


PRÉCIS DUE: any section/chapter from Parts 1 and 2 of the course.

3.  System Theory:  Luhmann, Habermas, Actor Network Theory (Latour)
WEEK 6:  24, 26 February

TU
De Landa, A New Philosophy of Society, all
TH
Luhmann, Social Systems, Chaps. 1-5
WEEK 7: 3, 5 March

TU
Luhmann, Social Systems, Chaps. 6-12


FIRST WIKI PAGE DUE: some aspect of system theory
TH
Latour, Reassembling the Social, all
WEEK 8:  10, 12 March

TU
Luhmann, Art as a Social System, 1-210
TH
Review: Laszlo, The Systems View of the World, all

PRÉCIS DUE:  any section / chapter from Part 3 of course

 
Spring Break:  16-20 March


4. Biologies, Autopoesis, & Cybernetics: Maturana, Haraway,  Canguilhem 
WEEK 9: 23, 27 March

TU
Canguilhem, The Normal and the Pathological,  Section 1 Introductions; Section 2

TH
NO CLASS DAY:  teacher at ACLA


ABSTRACT FOR FINAL PROJECT DUE ON WIKI (so teacher can grade in absentia; 



it may be reedited for final submission)
WEEK 10:  30 March, 2 April

TU
Braidotti, Nomadic Subjects, 1-145
TH
Lykke and Braidotti, eds., Monsters, Goddesses and Cyborgs, Chap. 1 (Nina Lykke); Chap 5. (Kirsten Gram-Hanssen); Chapter 8.  (Rosi Braidotti); Postface


Donna Haraway, "Cyborg Manifesto" <http://www.stanford.edu/dept/HPS/Haraway/CyborgManifesto.html>/ <http://thegrza.googlepages.com/haraway%27scyborgmanifesto>


(see also her  wiki page and the link to Sandy Stone)
WEEK 11: 7, 9 April

TU
Paul R. Samson and David Pitt, eds.  The Biosphere and Noosphere Reader, 1-20, 49-87, 101-109, 115-120, 136-149, 181-188
TH
Vernadsky, The Biosphere (passim) 

PRÉCIS DUE:  any section / chapter from Part 4 of course

5. Communication & Discourse Networks:  Norman Fairclough, Stuart Hall

WEEK 12: 14, 16 April

TU 
Kristeva, "The System and the Speaking Subject"


Stuart Hall, ed. Representation, Chaps. 4 & 5

TH
Maturana & Poerksen,  From Being to Doing (passim)

WEEK 13: 21, 23 April

TU
Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, Vol. 1, 1-141
TH 
NO class day:  Teacher at MALCA


SECOND WIKI PAGE DUE: some aspect of system theory
WEEK 14

TU
Habermas, Theory of Communicative Action, Vol. 2, 1-113-- 282
TH
Chouliaraki & Fairclough, Discourse in Late Modernity, chaps 1-4, 6-7
WEEK 15

TU
CODA:  Moretti, Graphs, Maps, and Trees (passim) 

PRÉCIS DUE:  any section / chapter from Part 4 of course
TH
Last Class Day:  Integrating System Theory into Humanistic Research



FRI MAY 8 -- last class day in semester.

FINAL SCHEDULE:

A TTH 12:30–2:00 pm class has its final on Saturday, May 16, 9:00–12:00 noon.

All parts of your final projects are due today.  

