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New Cultural Theory:  Networks, Rhizomes, and New Political Entities 

Current interest in cultural theory has shifted from identity politics to networks and power, and toward models for the exercise, dissemination, and resistance to power.  This course will offer an overview of current network theories that may be used in cultural studies in the international and global arenas, as well as in inter-group analyses within a single national setting.  These theories share an interest in critiques of Western images of subject-object relationships, an attempt to nuance too-simple models of hegemonies, and to open space between official culture and resistant consumption or praxis.  


Works/theorists to be discussed include:

1)  Rhizomatics:  Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari, and Rosi Braidotti

2) System theory:  Actor Network Theory (Bruno Latour), Niklaus Luhmann,

3)  Alternate Biologies, Autopoesis, and Cybernetics:  Umberto Maturana, Donna Haraway,  Georges Canguilhem

4) Communication and Discourse Networks:  Norman Fairclough, Stuart Hall, Jürgen Habermas

Students will be asked to work on terms and models in a series of short assignments, culminating in either a research design plus annotated bibliography or a precise corpus or textual analysis using these methods.  


Students will be encouraged to read the texts in the original, but no particular competence in any one language will be presupposed.

1.  4 Precis = 4 x 5 % = 20% of grade
2. Various Wikipedia entries in the class theory wiki = 25% of Grade



Wiki URL: <http://www.laits.utexas.edu/wiki/theory>

3.  Final Application:  Abstract  = 15% of grade 
4. Final project = 40% of grade (parts not required for CR/NC)

