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New Cultural Theory:  Networks, Rhizomes, and New Political Entities 

ASSIGNMENTS

1.  4 Précis = 4 x 5 % = 20% of grade


Due on date Indicated;    for directions, see attached.

2. Wikipedia Personal Page = 5% of grade


Due as indicated on syllabus


Wiki URL: <http://www.laits.utexas.edu/wiki/theory>


Password to edit:  theoryedit


Password to upload:  theoryupload


This page introduces you and the general scholarly area you are interested in working on for your class project.  Follow the directions attached;  use the model page provided on the class Wiki for basic code.  Help is available in the STA lab on the second floor of MEZES, if you are completely computer phobic.

2. Wikipedia entries in the class theory wiki @10% = 20% of Grade



These two class wiki or genuine Wikipedia entries constitute research and explanations of terms, concepts, researchers, or research frameworks from system theory and networks.  They are the equivalent of critical encyclopedia entries.


They are to be laid out like an article on Wikipedia, with all the same sections (introduction, TOC, history, content sections, bibliographic sources, links, notes, etc.).  You will need to include at least 5 references to secondary literature and to link to appropriate on-line sources (Wikipedia cross-references and/or independent sources;  also link to what is already in the Theory Wiki).  


Note that you have the choice of placing your page in the real Wikipedia or our locally hosted one. I will accept substantial editing/supplementing of two or more existing Wikipedia pages in lieu of one original page;  link these edits onto your personal page to what you edited, and summarize your edits.  How many pages you need to edit for credit will depends on what you provide.  Turning a stub into an entry will be enough in and of itself;  adding  sections and references and cross-references to an existing article will be what I am looking for as defining a "substantial edit."


GRADING:  I will be lenient on the grading, as long as effort is put forth.  But missing a section, or the spirit of the section, will be a significant deduction, as will trying to pass off a minor edit as a major one.  

3.  Final Application:  Abstract  = 15% of grade 


In preparation for submitting your final project, design and submit by attaching to your personal wiki page on the class theory wiki a 250-500 word abstract for a project (conference paper, dissertation chapter, article) that employs the class theories to a case study.  See <http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/germanic/resources/prof_development/>  for a handout on talks and abstracts.  


Be sure you specify:

· what your abstract is for (paper, chapter, article)
· all materials to be used, including correct MLA or Chicago style bibliography attached at end

· data, method, and goal of your argument -- what you are going to argue, why, how, and why I should care.  

You will submit it by week 9 of the semester;  you may end up reediting it for the final project.  

4. Final project = 40% of grade (part not required for CR/NC)

· Corrected Abstract (attached to personal Wiki page) 

· Research Design Poster modeling your network/system analysis (attached to personal Wiki page):  this is a graphic with appropriate captions -- like a poster session contribution in the social sciences -- that charts the kind of network / system you are working with

· Annotated Bibliography: ca. 20 items that support the research design poster and abstract, a combination of materials and theory texts that ground your research design for the set of data you will be addressing in your paper.  Note that the "materials" probably will include a standard history reference or two contextualizing your case study.  

MLA or Chicago Style format must be used;  papers without page numbers, bibliography/references, quotations with notes to sources, etc., or that are not formatted conventionally,  will be docked one full letter grade.  MLA format must use the current, third edition of the MLA STYLE MANUAL.  If you do not know how to do an annotated bibliography, consult the Harner guide uploaded to the BlackBoard site course docs.

· 7-8 page paper (the length of a conference presentation) explaining your use of network theory and presenting one to two analyses.  This will differ from a conference paper only in having footnotes and a complete bibliography  The goal of this presentation is to provide a coherent case study of a network analysis. Not required for CR/NC.

