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Description:

This course is designed for beginning graduate students, to introduce the various branches of literary, linguistic,  and cultural studies today, in the context of the national literatures and for comparative literature.  


The first section of the course focuses on today’s professions of teaching and research in languages and literature; it introduces literary, linguistic, and cultural studies as professions and as areas of scholarship.  Intertwined with this introduction of the major subject areas will be systematic work on bibliographic and reference sources, professional organizations, journals, and conferences. The goal of this introduction is to aid students in developing efficient research strategies and to familiarize them with basic reference tools;  students will work on evolving their own lists of professional tools as they go along.  


The second section of the course is an introduction institutions of higher education, and how they function and will affect your career. The third section of this course introduces major streams of literary and cultural theory (including some kinds of linguistics), as they can be used to analyze the texts and artifacts at the basis of literary, linguistic, and cultural studies.         


Throughout the course, students will be working on entries on the Texas Theory Wiki (http://www.laits.utexas.edu/wiki/theory), as practice in research and basic writing, and in order to familiarize themselves with basic areas of literary, linguistics, and cultural studies.                                                                                              

Assignments and Grading:

Personal Bibliographic Wiki Page = 10% of grade

CV and Personal website on WEBSPACE =   10 % of grade

3 Wiki articles @ 10% each = 30% of grade

Set of Wiki annotations = 5 % of grade

Two précis, due as indicated on syllabus = 2 x 5% of grade = 10% of grade

Two end of semester portfolios  =  25% of grade

Online comprehensive final  = 10% of grade

**NOTE:  for assignments other than the in-class final, full credit will be given for appropriate work done on them, not for any “correct” or exhaustive answer.  Conversely, points will be deducted for answers that do not address the full scope of the assignment, or that simply do not make an appropriate attempt to identify and fulfill the tasks set in the assignments.  

More time spent will not necessarily mean a better grade, since you will be graded on quality and logic rather than on sheer quantity.

