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From Restoration to Revolution:  Building 1968

This course will focus on the legacies of Fascist Europe and the intellectual forces that were mustered to bring the "new Europe" into existence and to recoup the continent's losses to emigration.  As Europe's forces regrouped, so did the revolutionary forces that wished to recoup a more thorough-going revision of European politics -- 1968 will emerge as the return of fascism's repressed.  


The course will be designed to highlight intersections between national cultural projects and international theorists.  Tentative case studies include connections between:


-Marcuse and Angela Davis (and the SDS)

- Freudians, Politics, and Psychoanalysis (Fromm, Horney, Erikson)


- the Frankfurt School, Authoritarian Personality, and Die Unfähigkeit zu Trauern 



(text:  Die Intellektuelle Gründung der BRD)

- the Annales School and French engaged nationalism (Bloch and Co.)


- anti-state terrorism, in theory and practice 


        (Red Army Faction, SLA and  Weather Underground, Irish Republican Army)


- "every-day facism":  collaboration, the incomplete past 


- feminism as continuations of the labor or other social justice movements


- public protest (anti-NATO, anti-colonialism [e.g. in France])


- the politics of public literature 



(Sartre and literature engagée, Wiener Gruppe)


Students will be encouraged to evolve their own projects in intercultural intellectual history and political critique, and especially  projects that tie particular works of media and literature into these explicitly political programs. They need not be from Europe.  The goal of the work will be to give students an overview of immediate post-war intellectual history, as well as experience in seeing correlations between text, political action, and various theoretical developments, and in working in contexts of exile and emigration (where intellectual politics often require triangulations rather than oppositions).  


The ability to read either French or German is highly desirable, but not required.  Students in Comparative Literature or Germanic Studies will be required to treat at least some texts in the original.  Assignments will build over the semester, from the assembly and presentation of facts and texts presented  in a local Wiki, to more analytic/interpretive work leading to original research.  

Grading:

· 4 Precis = 4 x 5 % = 20% of grade

· http://www.1968conf.org = 10% of grade for attendence

· Wikipedia entry in the class theory wiki = 20% of Grade

· Final Product:  Abstract  = 10% of grade 

· Final project:  class presentation (7 pp.) plus 15 page research paper = 40% of grade  (paper not required for CR/NC)
