
GER 386.3, Enlightenment through Realism (c. 1730-1890)
Semester: Spring, 2006             Unique 36990   TTH  1230 to 2p;  EPS 4.102A
Instructor: Katherine Arens

Office: E.P. Schoch 3.128

Office Hours: TTH 9-10:30 and by appointment
Description:


The course surveys German literature from the late Enlightenment through Realism.  It will not only introduce major authors (and some "minor," yet central, ones), but also the critical and historical apparatus at the basis of today's literary studies.  The goal of this course is to enable students to work with both primary texts and standard reference tools in light of today's literary canon and literary history-writing,  and the questions most often raised about them.


To reach that end, the course will be divided into units roughly corresponding with a standard literary periodization.  Each unit will be divided into separate lecture/discussion days;  each day will be devoted to discrete topics:



1) literary history and the grounds for periodization



2) period documents on aesthetics



3) representative texts of major genres* favored in each period (an 






internal, structural history of literature) 

For the literary history component, students will be asked to read  excerpts from R. Wellek's History of Criticism, the Oxford Companion to German Literature, and P.U. Hohendahl's A History of German LIterary Criticism, 1730-1980;  for individual presentations, an additional selection of literary histories is on reserve at PCL.


Three presentations will be required of each student:  one five-to -ten minute presentation of a period identity, a critical presentation of literary history;  two five-to-seven-minute text analyses, taking one reading and projecting it into the period.  The presentation on a period will be in your non-native language (Germans do it in English;  English-natives, in German);  the two text analyses will be one in each language.  Each presentation will not be considered complete until it is posted on the class' BlackBoard site, along with its bibliography in correct MLA format. See the assignment information for grading criteria.    


The lectures and discussions for each class will deal with multiple texts. A piece of one or two texts will be designated as "must read."  It will be up to you to assemble enough reading to fill out a discussion of each period, parallel to that required in the department's Preliminary examinations.   You may borrow an Echtermeyer/von Wiese anthology from the department for the semester;  bring it with you for the poetry days.  

Assignments and Grading

-three oral/written assignments of 5-10 minutes in length each (= two textual 



analyses: one period presentation) = 3 x 15% = 45% of grade.    


-two tests; 



MIDTERM = 25 % of grade



FINAL (Klausur) = 30 % of grade  




(including identification of a blind text on period grounds) 

**No late work accepted without prior arrangement [not the day before]; no incompletes, except for medical reasons.
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